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et - Gilent Witnesses L——*"

’ cars streamed ¢ .
roccan Interior Minister Moham-
mdd Oulkir as he bent to kiss the hand
of his monarch, King Hassan 11 had just
expressed camplete confidence in the
hajvk-faced general. and angrily deniced
- Frpnch charges that Qufkir had had
anpthing to do with the mysterious kid-
napring and supposed murder of Leftist
ider Mchdi Ben Barka. All very stir-
g. but on closer mschtlon it devel-
d that the tears in Oufkir's eyes
re caused not by gratitude but rather
byl a cataract usually hidden bchmd his
supglasses.
ike Oufkir's tears, nothing in the
Bdn Barka case was as simple as it ap-
pepred last week. The irate indignation
“of| France and Morocco, expressed by a
refiprocal tecall of ambassadors, was
ndt followed up by a scverance of dip-
lojnatic relations—indeed, both Paris
arjd Rabat took carc not to aggravate
situation. France still demanded
Olitkir's arrest; Morocco refused it
hile King Hassan maintained com-
" plkte silence on the crucial matter of]
Olfklrs whereabouts on the October

. pglice forces mvolvament in the kidd
i ngping. And when a French magistratej
' fipally played a tape recording reputed]

- tq carry the incriminating testimony of]
* Phris Gangster Georges Figon (a par-

trough his doorway), all that wag
hgard was a trite cops- -and- robbcxs

gon,

That left the question -of who kid

- npped Ben Barka just where it had beet
bpfore: wildly up m thc alr. Key wit

* simply unidentifiable. G'lulhsl Dcputy
* Pherre, Lemarchand—a close friend o
igon and French Interior Ministe
oger Frey, and himsell onc of thg
rbouzes (bearded ones) who serve a
¢ Gaulle's super-ClA—lestificd befor
investigating magistrate that & hand
! of French cops had accepted $200)
- (00 from the Moroccans for helpin]
" Hidnap Ben Barka, but insisted that nei

inything about the plot,
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tipipant in the plot who “commitied sui{. '
cle” just before French cops bursd

“ther Frey nor le grand Charles knei|

While French opposition parties ericyl
r explanations, Gaullist newspapet
onddyed innocently il the America
1A AMight not have pulled the whol
peration in order to climinate a leltisd,

0

- Gaulle, The fact remains that four
the five persons so far in custody for «hp

|dn.tpmg are Frenchmen. That blata

it of embarrassment must have struc

Ss T r suddenly Paris bcgan wondcrmg'
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' is body has yet to turn up,
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and at the same time cmbarrass Dp

84d0FIGG “@IAGRBH?@OBMBR 0100360016 8

¢

e

FOIAb3b

&




